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dedicating his life completely to literature, he worked as theatre director and actor,
lyricist and journalist. In 1986, PAULO COELHO did the pilgrimage to Saint James of
Compostella, an experience later to be documented in his book The Pilgrimage. In the
following year, COELHO published The Alchemist. Slow initial sales convinced his first
publisher to drop the novel, but it went on to become one of the bestselling Brazilian
books of all time. During the months of March, April, May and June 2006, Paulo
Coelho traveled to celebrate the 20th anniversary of his pilgrimage to Saint James of
Compostella in 1986. He also held surprise book signings - announced one day in
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Transiberrian train that took him to Vladivostok. During this experience Paulo Coelho
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